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GEN. ABBOTT'S LETTER.

humed hereafter by some antiquarian and
held up as a monument of legislative folly.
Some of its advocates will take conspicu-
ous places in history,, as petty Dantons,
Robespic-rres- , Bareres and Benedict

new bonds, the ordinance directs the Gen-
eral Assembly to pay interest on the whole
debt accruing 1st July, 1869, and after-
wards in cash. We reprint the ordinance
in another part of this paper, so that onr
readers may judge for themselves. Indeed,
the Constitution itself declares, that the
General Assembly shall, by appropriate le-

gislation and by adequate taxation, provide
ior the prompt and regular payment of the
interest of the public debt." The Consti-
tution further provides that the General

their country. If under all ths there is
confidence in the ultimate justice of the
Northern masses, we feel sure that it will
be abundantly justified by the result.

From the lfaleigh Sentinel.
Oen. Abbott' Financiering.

One point of the letter of the redoubtable
Convention Chairman of the Fiuance com-
mittee we neglected to notice in our article
of yesterday.

After saying that the Convention has not
provided for taxation of the people, for the
purpose of paying iuterest on tho public
debt until 1880 a very remakablo state-
ment, considering that the Convention di-
rected interest to be paid in cash, begin-
ning on 1st January next, and likewise that
the Constitution orders the General Assem-
bly to provide for prompt and regular pay-
ment of interest by "adequate taxation,"
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An election is to be held on the 21st, 22d
and 23d April in the State of North Caroli-
na, to pass upon the Constitution which
has recently been framed bv the Radical
Convention in that State. This Constitu-
tion, which we shall endeavor hereafter to
discuss in detail, is based upon the infa-
mous doctrine of an equality between the
races, both social and political; and we do
not wonder at the statement of the New
York World correspondent, that the Con-
vention which framed this instrument end-de- d

their performances by singing prcans
to John Brown a midnight murderer, as-
sassin and insurrectionist and indulged
in orgies of dancing, shouting and tumult
exceeding all description.

. .mi i. jxnis constituticu, witn wmcn it 13 pro-
posed to shackle the State, is being stout-
ly resisted by the white population, and
we are lad to hear that they are making a
canvass worthy of their race and
blood, to prevent its ratification.
They deserve to succeed, and, de-
spite the treachery of such ignoble
recreants as Holden, we believe they will
triumph, unless the returns shall be mani
pulated and the result changed by the off-
icers of the election. Letters from promi-
nent North Carolinians now before us ex-
press great confidence in tho result, unless
defeated by such frauds. We share their
uneasiness on this last point ; but wo en-
treat them, nevertheless, to spare no effort
and relax no energy to prevent the adop-
tion of this African constitution. They
may fairly count in their struggle upon the
sympathies of a large majority of the North,
and "especially in the West and great Cen-
tral States of the Union.

In order to give our readers some idea
of the principles upon which this contest
is being conducted by the white popula-
tion of North Carolina, we subjoin the fol
lowing extracts from the admirable address
of Hon. Wm. A. Graham, at the recent
Conservative Convention held in that State.
Mr. Graham is well known as one of the
most distinguished statesmen of North Car
olina ; he was an associate with Webster,
Corwiu, and Crittenden in the Cabinet of
Mr. Fillmore ; and both there and in his
previous service in tho United States Sen-
ate was noted for his moderate and con-
servative views. His utterances deserve
especial attention as reflecting the senti-
ments of the most moderate and peace-lovin- g

men in the Southern States.
" I trust I need not say here that I have

no animosities or unjust prejudices against
the black people. I regard it as better for
them, as well as for us, that there should
be regular and stable government, by which
all shall be protected in the pursuit of
steady labor, in honest employment, in the
acquisition of comforts and of wealth ; and
that each race, in the sphere of its own
complexion, shall have all the pleasures and
enjoyments of society and social inter
course, lnose ol them who shall be con
tent to act on this .principle, and to rely
upon honesty, industry, and good beha
vior, will, in the end, fand themselves far
better off than wi-- be such as, intoxicated
with the new enjoyment of freedom, aspire
to become politicians, and rely upon dis-
pensations of Government or party chari-
ties, or the distribution of confiscated
estates in expectancy, or other erood for
tune in the whirlpool of revolution. Party
spirit has been described by a great man
as " the madness of many for the gain of
a few." To them the gain of honest labor
will be far greater than will ever accrue
from attendance on leagues, harangues,
and tho agitations of these disjoined times.

if re IT 71- fr

" It may be asked where are these things
to end, and what hope is there ot
deliverence ? It requires a wisdom ' to look
into the seeds of time aud tell which grains
will grow and which will not,' to which I
do not lay claim, but to such an inquiry I
reply, we aro not without grounds of hope,
if we but exhibit, modestly, and without
arrogance or defiance, the manliness of
freemen, and refuse to sign the death-warra- nt

of our institutions. The Executive
Department of the Government of the
United States, weakened in power, it is
true, but with a force of argument in his
public utterances which commands the ad-
miration of the world, and which cannot
bo without its effect on the sentiments of
our fellow-citizen- s, who now alone monop-
olize the representation in Congress. With
a cause so just, so sanctified by the Consti-
tution, as it is now our lot to present, I am
not without great hope that the judiciary,
tho Supreme Court of the United States
in cases which are in progress or may yet
occur, will declare the policy of Congress
to bo at variance with the Constitution.
The successors and disciples of Marshall
now upon that bench will m future history
rival his fame, if they but maintain the
dignity of tho court and the supremacy of
the Constitution against the nets and
snares, the annoyances and threatenings
with which they are encompassed about.

" Gentlemen, the passion of revenge is
not an enduring motive of human action.
The eclipse of the understanding ' which
it occasions will pass away. The minds
and hearts of the white people of this
country cannot long be kept in a state oi
alienation. The Northern people cannot
forget that it was Washington and his Vir-
ginians that drove the British to raise the
siege of Boston ; that it was men of Vir-

ginia and North Carolina in conjunction,
it is true, with those of Northern and
Middle States under the same august and
immortal chief who fought the battles of
j.meric.an independence from New York

along up the shores of the Hudson and the
hills of Jersey, and across into Pennsj

and Delaware, over and above what
they achieved in the bloody fields of the
Carolinas and Georgia, and at the final
triumph in Virginia ; and though they hae
had recently a dreadful intestine conflict,
deeply to be deplored, yet it developed the
soldierly qualities and heroic virtues of our
generation on either side as not unworthy
of tho renown of a glorious ancestry. - And
with all its lamentable results, it has given
to the American name and character an
eclat throughout tho world which future
ages will admire. In the valley of the
Upper Mississippi, in Miesouri, and Ohio
are thousands upon thousands of inhabi-
tants who trace with pride their descent
from these officinai gentium, the old States
of the Southern Atlantic frontier, who are
satisfied with the triumph of their arms ;

who cherish no odium jacens in longum; who
rejoice that a family feud has been ended ;

who believe that there has been chastise-
ment and forfeiture and suffering enough,
and that it is not just, expedient, or hu-
mane to subject their kindred, over whom
they have been victorious, to humiliation
and ruin, in a fearful experiment to convert
negroes into white men, or to reduce the
whites below the level of negroes."

These extracts exhibit a temper which
cannot but be reepected when we consider
the cruel humiliation to which the South
is now being eubjectedthe mean and ma-
lignant attempts to subject the population
to African role, and the threatened nun of

We have before ua copies of tho consti-
tution formed in six of the Southern States
by the Conventions which were lately held
there. These Conventions, it is well
knorn, ditl not reflect the sentiments of
the white population of these States, but
rested mainly upon the negro element, re-
inforced, inspired, and controlled by as
base an element as ever walked the earth
the carpet-ba- g adventurers who have gone
to the South to make profit by the ruin of
the people. Examine all these constitu-
tions and you find ono key-not- e pervading
each one negro equality, political and
social. This idea foes through them all.
We have seen how one State after another
at the North, even those most ultra Radi-
cal, Ohio, Kansas, and others, have re-
jected negro suffrage, and now, to crown
the list, we have Radical Michigan, which
usually gives that party fifteen to twenty
thousand majority, now refusing by a largo
majority the principle of negro suffrage.
Such are the instincts of raco in a State
where tho negroes over twenty-on- e years
number only some 1,800 votes, as against
166,000 whites. In Michigan the question
is hardly practical, save as the assertion of
a principle which white men will not suffer
to be compromised. But there is no com-
munity in Michigan, not even tho smallest
county, nor ward, nor village, where tho
white population would not have the power
to protect themselves ? fjninst negro rule.
Contrast this with tho' condition of tho
Southern States, in fisa of which the no-gro- es

registered preponderate largely over
the registered whites ; and in others, though
in a minority in the Stute, control largo
sections, and a number of the most fertile
counties.

North Carolina is a Stato of this last de-
scription. In tho eastern counties, and
not a few of the middle counties, the ne-
groes are largely in the asoendant. Negro
local government and negro taxation in
these counties is inevitable. Tho question
comes home to these people in tho most
practical and direct form, and can wo won-
der that they aro excited at the prospect of
a ruin that will bo irretrievable, and a de-
gradation such as tho white raco has never
suffered in the history of mankind !

This constitution of North Carolina is to
be voted on upon tho 21st of this month.
As were marked before, the instrument does
not emanato from tho whito population of
North Carolina. It is tho work of negroes
and alien adventurers, and was expressly
designed to perpetuate their ascendancy.
Every negro, therefore, is allowed to vote.
Even crime is no disqualification. And
every negro voter is eligible to the jury
box. This doctrine of negro equality runs
through the constitution, and under it tho
races are to be commingled at tho public
schools, at the State University, in church-
es, public hotels and assemblages, and in
the militia. All this is matter of law and
obligation, according to the principles of
this constitution. Such aro the abhorrent
features of this government, which it is
proposed to fasten on tho whitea of North
Carolina. Have wo any right to expect
social order, peace, or submission to tho
authority of Government when such de
gradation is inflicted upon the population?

If there was any doubt as to the intent
of this constitution, it is supplied by tha
votes of the Convention which framed it.
We find that it was proposed that whito
and black children sheuld not go to tho
same schools ; that they should not inter-
marry ; that whites and blacks should not
muster in the same companies, and that
biack officers should not command whito
men ; that poor white children should not
be bound to negroes ; that marriages be-
tween whites and blacks should always re-
main void ; but all these propositions wcro
contemptuously rejected. The great am-
bition of the negro is, to be on terms of
complete Bocial equality with the whito
race, and they insisted upon theso condi-
tions.

This constitution wo may heroafter ex-
amine more in detail. The above aro its
more salient iniquities. Its aim is entiro
equality for the negro, amalgamation, inti-
macy of the children, negro office-holder- s,

jurors, magistrates, sheriffs, police, and tax
assessors. There is nothing that makes
lifo valuable that is not to be heldsubject to
the elegrading oontact or oppression of the
African race. It is a bold and daring con-
spiracy against the property, tho intelli-
gence, and tho manhood of this people
As a measure of malignity, these constitu-
tions, such as wo have seen framed in Ar-

kansas, Alabama, and JNorth Carolina, sur-
pass anything that could be expected from
fiends.

And yet we arc told by the Radical pa-

pers that there is discontent, "disloyalty"
in the South ; tho whites are "rebellious,"
Ac. They fret and are restive at tho pros-
pect, nay, at tho actual infliction of this
ruin, shame, and unutterable humiliation
of negro equality and negro rule. In it
strange this spirit of resistance to negro
rule ? Is it not the instinct f chile blood
stronger than all recouiniotion law3 ;

stronger than Republican platform: ;

stronger than the bayonets which aro ti-e- d

to enforce this cruel wrong and bondage '!

It is exactly the same spirit which made
the white r.ice in New York lefc.it the Re-

publican party by nearly i'dty tl:ou3nl
votes, because it was rolleu on tho ques-
tion of negro Miffru. ; which haa
the Republican L g ola' ure in Pennsylva-
nia refuse even to submit tho matt'-- r to a
voto of tho people, and which hub found
voice aud expression in Knums, in OLio,
iu Michigan in every Northern Stale
where the people have been culled upon to
endure thi infamy. Cun we wonder that
the South, even iu the presence ol bayon-
ets, resents to tho last this scourge.

Let it be remembered that all through
that broad land thero is not a man who
has a thought or purpose of disunion,
There is not one who docs not accept as
final and irrevocable tho Union of tho
States. It is against negro government and
negro etiudity. and not against the Union
or the flag that they agitate, and, if you
please, conspire and resist. Well, against
this proposition human naturo itself re
volts, and extermination is your only rem-
edy. The people of Alabama and tho
South ask only the same institutions as
those which exist in Pennsylvania, Ohio
and New York. Their offence huth that
extent no more. Thero is not a just or hu-

mane man who will not pronoum o that to
threaten them with tho sword, becauso
they refuse to obey a negro dynasty, is a
suggestion fit only for monsters iu human
shape.

The people of tho country see that the
policy of Radicalism is not peace, but tho
sword. Their policy conducts to violence,
to a war of races, to further ruin and mise-

ry and bloodshed, to a repudiation of tho
national debt, to retrogres.-io- u in every-

thing that goes to muko a nation great. It
lives only by tdrife. To vote down this
vile conspiracy for power whose means

-- o negro equality, bloodshed aud civil
var is the first duty of the hour, and no
man ia excusable who hesitate to do bin
part in this good and necessary rork.

Gen. Abbott, as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Finance, has issued an address
io the people in defence of the Radical
party from the charge of providing for ex-
travagant taxation. This lettpr is
ly in reply to the article published in tlrs

1

oeiiuuei, extensively copied in our State
papers, and circulated in pamphlet form
by the Conservative Executive Comtiit-tee- .

We are glad to tind that Gen. Abbott,
substantially, by his silence in regard to
them, admits the statements of the taxes to
be raised by tho first General Assembly
heretofore made by us. Of course, if he
bad been able to deny the correctress of
any of cur estimates, he would have spe-cinoal- ly

done so, just as be spends his
strength '"n regard to the State debt. HE
DOES NOT DENY THEM ! He, there-
fore, adnits their correctness:

1. (ieu. Abbott does not deny that the
General Assembly, at $S per day ami with
many useless officers, such as reporters for
Radical newspapers. Serrreant-a- t arms.
Ac, will cost 850,000 mere than hereto-
fore.

2. lie did not deny, and cannot, tha the
20 NEW hTATE OFFICERS will cost $60,000
peranuum more than heretofore.

3. He did not and carinot deny that the
Penit utiary will cost 250,000 at least
6100,000 the first year.

4. Ho diil not and cannot deny that the
Common Schools, lor whites and blacks to-
gether, will coi-- t 500,000 per annum.

5. He did not and cannot deny that the
University, hereafter to be free for blacks
and whites, will cost $25,000 per annum.

0. Ho did not and cannot deny that the
militia, whom Holden announces his in-

tention to arm and equip to keep down
opposition to his administration, will cost

300,000 per annum.
The proposed Constitution violates the

Constitution of the United States in impo-- 1

sing this duty on the General Assembly,
but it was necessary to enable Holden to
do like lirownlow, and henco this pro-
vision.

Iow all the above named expenses are
such as must be incurred right away by the
first General Assembly. Gen. A. did not
deny them, because they are laid down in
black aud white in the Constitution. We
did not estimate many other expenses im-
posed by the Constitution, such as Houses
of Refuge, Drunkard Asylums, &c, be-

cause these may be deferred by the Gen-
eral Assembly, if they choose. The expen-
ses above enumerated the General Assem-
bly must provide for, or break their oaths,
as they must swear to support the Consti-
tution.

These expenses make $985,000 more than
the State has ever paid. Now add the tax-
ation of last year, 8260,000, and we have
81,2-45,00- per annum to support the State
Government not countinq the interest on the
public deb'.

Aud yet Gen. Abbott does not deny any
one of them; only makes a general asser-
tion, plainly absurd, as will hereafter ap-
pear.

Gen. Abbott estimates the State debt, al-

ready existing and to be created under or-
dinances of the Convention, a. 818 388,000,
whereas wo estimate it from official data
it 819,476,500, a difference only of some
800,000 per annum. Gen. Abbott must
tudy figures a little more closely, before

he becomes a .perfect chairman of Finance
committees. He takes his figures from tho
Treasurer's report to the Convention, which
brings down the outstanding interest to

nly October lit, 1867. The ordinance of
the Convention ordering the payment of
interest, direct tho funding of over a mil-
lion dollars of interest, failing due after
October 1st, 1867, which, added to Gen.
A's figures, makes in round numbers the
debt, as we stated it, $19,476,500. We see
by Mr. Rattle's letter to Dr. Leach, that he
estimates it Tit 8 19, 4S9, 500 84,000 more
than we did.

The difference, however, is not very
great. Gen. A. says the interest is $1,101-- ,

284, whilo we make it, and ice are right,
$1,168,000.

But Gen. Abbott says we have sets off of
bonds and stocks which diminish the State
debt to 85,257,000, and he quotes from the
Public Treasurer's report, to the General
Assembly of 1865-'6-6, wherein he says,
"while some of these sets off are unpro-
ductive at present, I believe in a short
while, under tho revival of trade and travel
they will to a great degree relieve the bur-
den of the public debt."

Mr. Battle had a right to make this pre-
diction in January 1866. He cou!d not
anticipate then that hostile, so-call- ed re-
construction legislation, vile slanders by
ia famous partizans, asserting the unsettled
condition of the South, and ruinous taxa-
tion of our staples, cotton and tobacco, on
tho whiskey manufacturers of the Western
counties, would prevent ''the revival of
trade and travel," which he, in common
with all patriots, hoped for. Trade and
travel have not revived and tiis public bur
dens arc not, therefore, relieved ' by the
railroad stocks held fey tho State. Not a
cent of dividend ha.s been paid the State
aud there will not be in any certain time.
Some of the stocks, as those of tho Atlan
tic and North Carolina Railroad, of tho
Western, and the Western N. C. R. R , cau-
not be expected to be productive for many
years.

So much for Gen. Abbott's sets off. Tho
truth is tht for the present th State must
look to other sources than dividends from
railroads to enable her to pay interest on
the public debt.

Gen, Abbott makes a radical mistake as
to oar position. We are as much opposed
to repudiation as ho is. In tact, we are
more so, as ho voted for the ordinance pro-
viding for the payment of tho interest on
the debt dated Ifrfore and since tho war, to-

tally ignoring, and thereby repudiating
bonds issued during the war, issued for in
ternal improvement purposes only. We
think, however, this, as well as other mat-
ters of detail, should be left to the Gener-
al Assembly, who are tho best judges as to
tho time and manner of commencing pay-
ment of interest. Especially we insist that
a Constitution, which imposes, besides the
81,168,000 interest, additional burdens of
81,245,000 per annum, should be voted
down, as not suitable to the people of North
Carolina. And wo are sure that the forcing
our people, by the legislation of Northern
men and of penniless negroes, to begin
payment of interest before they are ready,
will foster tho spirit of repudiation. Hence
wo are tho truest friends of the bond
holders.
GEN. ABliOTT lUN'OKANT OF THE CONSTITU-

TION !

We aro amazed that Gen. Abbott should
say that, under tho action of the Conven-
tion, "netv bonds can be issued to pay
every cent of the interest as it fall3 due,
until the people shall bo able to pay the
tax." The ordinance expressly directs,
that payment shall be made on part of the
debt on 1st January, 1869, - w cash, and
then, funding all interest not paid into

General Abbott's letter has not only ap-
peared in the Standard, but will doubtless
be sent, in another form, all over tue fctate.
It is a deceptive and misleading article,
and we call upon iur cotemporanes
throughout the State to publish our reply,
that the antidote may go along with the
poison.

STATE POLITICAL NEWS.

Tn: Work. Goes Bravely On The
West Ablaze ! Letters received from re-

liable sources in the West assure us that
our people are fully and thoroughly aroused
to .he great ana vital issues betore tnem

A letter frora a prominent citizen of
Burke says that tho mass meeting at Mor-ganto- n

was a decided success. The speeches
of Mr. Ashe, Mr. Nash, Mr. Turner and
Gov. Vance, produced a powerful effect
He states that ho has been greatly sur-
prised at tho state of public feeling in
Cleaveland, Rutherford and McDowell.
The white population is becoming confi-
dent of defeating the Constitution.

A gentleman from Macon county writes :

"lam sure everything is alive in these
parts in the way of politics. Our party is
ou the wing everywhere. Haywood is at
work, Jackson is getting hot, Clay is stir-
ring smartly and Cherokee is beginning to
move. Our majority will be large in Jack-
son, Macon and Clay."

Other accounts from other sources are
equally encouraging and glorious.

Raleigh Sentinel.

Lincoln, Gates and Cumberland. The
editor of the Charlotte Times, who has
been through this country, says We
were gratified by having a very interesting
conversation with that sterling patiiot, Col.
J. F. Hoke, who has been active as a volun-
teer in the canvass, in which he gave tho
assurance that Lincoln would give a good
account of herself. The same glorious
tidings come to us from Gaston and Cleve-
land, the home of the fearless and indomi-
table Durham."

Hon. Thos. S. Ashe. The Statesville
American says that " we are pleased to
learn from every quarter, that Mr. Ashe is
winning favor with the people. His emi-

nent abilities, purity of character, and in-

tegrity of purpose in addressing the people
in this great crisis lilting a warning voice
to his countrymen, to shun both disgrace
and ruin show Mr. Ashe to be a true ben-

efactor of his race."

Glorious Little Catawba. This noble
little county promises to be the banner
county. A correspondent writing us from
Newton, under date of the 6th, says : "Ca-
tawba will do her duty in the coming elec-

tion. I think that we can send you 1,000
majority against Billy and his crowd, and
at least the same majority against the
odious Constitution, manufactured by ne-

groes and scalawags. " Raleigh Sentinel.

Col. Jno. S. McElroy is the Conserva-
tive candidate for the Senate in the 42nd
District, composed of the Counties of Yan-e- y,

Madison, Mitchell and McDowell.
David Proffit is tho candidate for the

House in Yancey.
J. H. McLaughlin, Esq., is the Conser-

vative candidate for Senator in Iredell, and
George T. Davidson aud T. A. Nicholson,
Esqs., the candidates for the "House of

' 'Representatives.

W. L. Tate, Esq., is announced, by the
District Committee, as the Conservative
candidate for Solicitor in the 12th Judicial
District. An admirable selection.

Col. W. P. Bynum has accepted the Con-

servative nomination for Solicitor in the
Ninth Judicial District.

E. B. Stinson, of Iredell, who was nom-
inated by the Radicals for Register of the
county, repudiates the nomination. He
wishes it distinctly understood that he has
"no sympathy for or connection with the
Radical party."

Declines. We are requested to say that
Mr Joseph T. Evans, whose name was
placed upon the Republican ticket as Chair-
man of the Board of Commissioners for
the county, declines allowing his name be-

ing used therefor. Weldon Xeics.

Mass Meeting at Morganton Two
Thousand People present! Great En-tttttstak- m!

We attended the mass meeting
held at Morganton, lust Thursday. Two
thousand people or more were present.
Tho vast assemblage was addressed by Hon.
Thos. S. Ashe, Conservative candidate for
Governor, H. K. Nash, E.-q-., Hon. Josiah
Turner and Gov. Vance, in the order in
which their names occur. The speeches
occupied about six hours and were listened
to with profound attention, and frequent
outbursts of applause. Tho new Constitu-
tion was discussed and the obnoxious doc-

ument dissected and laid bare to the peo-

ple, with tolling effect. Many who had
been in favor of voting for the adoption of
the Constitution, formerly, and supporting
the Radical candidates, were heard to de-

clare that they would now vote against the
infamous document and for tho Conserva-
tive candidates.

Wc can attempt no report of the able
speeches made by all lour ot tne gentle-
men, tor we wouid fail to do each of them
even faint justice in the effort. But let the
people all go and hear them, at every op-

portunity offered in the different counties.
Statesville American.

Hard on Logan. The Asheville News
says that Gen. Geo. W. Logan, the Radi-
cal candidate for Superior Court Judge in
the Ninth District, iu speaking a few days
ago of what Daniel Webster said about the
" infernal abolitionists," spoke of that great
man substantially as follows : "Who is this
Daniel Webster V Why, a fellow that lived
up there in Massachusetts and spent his time
in making School books and Dictionaries
for children."

If Logan knows no more about law than
he does about the history of the great men
of our country he will be as likely to charge
a jury from one of Webster's Primers as
from the laws of the State.

Judge Howard's Letter of Acceptance.
Tarbobo,' N. C., March 30, 1868. Messrs.
J. B. Whitaker, Wm. Robinson, J. W. Ed-munds- on

: Gentlemen : I cheerfully ac-

cept the nomination as Delegate to the
National Democratic Convention, with
high appreciation of your kind approval of
my past course.

We have but to be prudent, firm and just,
and our principles will soon be triumphantly
vindicated. ' ' . "'.-

Yours truly.'
Geobge Howard.

A8S?mbly, ' after the year 1880, shall lay a
specific annual tax." for the purpose of
creating a Sinking Fund, i. e. the General
Assembly shall begin right away, prompt-
ly, by adequate taxation, to pay interest regu-
larly, and, after 1880, a tax in addition shall
be levied to create a Sinking Fund. Words
cannot be plainer.

Surely, Gen. Abbott was napping terv-bl- y

when he said : "To correct this, (i. e.
depreciation of our bonds) it was culy ne-
cessary to provide for the resumption of
the interest, and this the Convention did,
but did not direct a tax to be levied till
1880." Oh, General Abbott !

OOTXON TAX.

Gen. Abbott argues that our people can
pay all these Convention expenses of oer
$2 000,000, because in 1867, they paid 81,-800,0- 00

taxes on cotton, and " there has
been no extraordinary oppression from
taxation."

In the first place it is not true that there
has been no extraordinary oppression from
taxation. Many cotton planters were
ruined lastyear. All, exceptafew, who have
held their cotton until now, lost m juey.
To many farmers the tax amounted to one-fift- h

of the gross proceeds of their crtps.
This is certainly "extraordinary oppres-
sion."

Secondly, cotton planting does not exist
all over the State. Those who raise this
staple might manage to pay their share,
but the taxes must be uniform, and we
really believe very many worthy people,
now hardly making both ends meet, will
be totally unable to pay their increased
taxes. Landa will be sacrificed at tax
sales, bought by capitalists and spt-culator-

s,

and our good citizens, with whom we have
been raided, will give place to strangers.
Perhaps Gen. Abbott would like this. We
cannot think of it without horror. We
have North Carolina hearts.

Gen. Abbott defends the Convention by
showing, at length, that certain prominent
Conservatives, Presidents of Railroad Com-
panies, asked and obtained aid for their
Roads. Certainly, and they did their duty
to their Roads by getting all thoy could.
Railroad Presidents are generally sanguine
in regard to the ability ol the State to bear
iucrease of debt in their favor, and nobody
blames them. We have not found fault
with their action. We might have voed
ior their schemes, for they have extremely
" winning ways." But we presume no one
of them asked the Convention to aid them
by giving the people a Constitution which
will cost over $2,000,000, for State taxes
alone. They would nor be guilty of such
bad " Railroading " as this.

GEN. ABBOTT JOCULAP..
The General is not only a financier and

expounder of Constitutions, but he is a
regular Joo Miller. Hear him! "The
people must remember that it will cost as
much to conduct tho aflairs of the State
tmder the 7iew Constitution as under the old.
By a carefui estimate it will be fouud that
there will be a saving to the State of over
8100 000 ! 1"

Now think of it a moment. Under the
new Constitution twenty new offices are
created, which willcoat $40 000 ; the Com-
mon Schools, to bt opened .or negroes and
whites, will cost 8500 000 ; tho Muitia must
be armed, equipped and paid when iu ser-
vice, which cos s old Brownlow 8300,000,
and will cost Holden the same ; the Univer-
sity is to be made free for black and white,
which will cost 825,000 ; the Asylums to
be thrown open for all colors, rich and
poor, which will cost 850,000 more, and a
Penitentiary must be built by the first General
Assembly, which will cost 8100,000 the first
year, Arc, Arc. Aud all these things, ac-

cording to Gen. Abbott, can be done for
$100,000 less than We have heretofore paid
for our State government i. e. for less
than 8200,000. Tho General Assembly
alone will cost two-thir- ds of this !

THE rolili TAX ARGUMENT,

The General quotes the clause in the
Constitution which says the poll tax shall
be equal to tax on 8300 worth of property,
as showing that the taxes cannot be very
high. To this we reply : 1st. That all the
provisions of the Constitution must be con-
strued together, and as, very clearly, other
clauses command a much higher taxation
than the words of this section, taken liter'
ally, would warrant, the courts will bo com-
pelled to give them such a meaning as will
make ail the provisions Jdand.

2d. Or eise, if the rato cannot be raised,
the qauutity of property taxed must be in-
creased. Besides laud and other property
heretofore tax id, it will then become the
duty of the Assembly to levy on wearing
APPAREn. horses, cattle, provisions, fcc. All
theso will have to bo brought in the tax
list, as well as churches, school books,
schools, mechanic's and laimer's tools, fcc,
in order to raise what this Constitution pre-
scribes shall be raised.

This l ist view derives plausibility from
tho following considerations:

1st. While tho Constitution is full of de-
tails, in fact being a mere code of laws, no
exkmption from taxes is put into the Cou-,.iutio-

Tho General shall have
poicer to make exemptions, but they are not
compelled to do it. And they could not do
it, it thereby lliey would fail to raise money
tjuougii to carry out tho directions of the
Con titi turn.

2d. The late Convention actually levied
a tax on hverytuing on the baby's cradle,
the bible, the clothes we wear, the food
we eat to pay the expenses of the Conven-
tion to pay negroes and others $8 oer
day. No doubt the Radical party, if elect-
ed, will pass another Revenue act just like
this. In fact, if the section under consid-
eration be interpreted literally, no other
act can be passed.

Gen. Abbott is oblivious of the increased
county taxation under this abominable
Constitution. He fails to uotico the enor-
mous increase of taxes under his Yankee
regime ol County Commissioners, salaried
Justices of the Peace and townships. W7e

have not space to eliminate this heavy ex-

pense.
The truth is, the extravagance of this

Constitution cannot be defended. It is, to
state tL whole truth in a few words, a
Yankee Constitution, fitted only for rich and
populous communities, like Massachusetts
and Rhode Island, with a people homoge-
neous in character. Imported here and
offered to a people poor and sparsely set-

tled, with one third of their number igno-

rant Africans just emerged from slavery, it
is in such a place A GRIM AND HIDE-
OUS MOCKERY.

Its success tct be the ruin of the people its
DEFEAT THE BEGINNING OF RENE ED PROS-

PERITY. In threer.weeks it will be cast, by
a terrible rebuke of 20,000 white majority,
into the rubbish of history. It may be ex- -

tue honorable, military financier declares
that the General Assembly can pay the in-
terest by issuing next) bonds !

Of course the General can't bo serious in
this suggestion :

1. The thing can't be done, as the ordi-
nance expressly directs the interest to be
paid in cash, as we have shown, and the
Constitution says it must be paid by "ade-
quate taxation."

2. If done, it would be ineffectual to raise
the credit of the State. Capitalists would
know that the State, adopting this pro-
cess, would be on a headlong rush to bank-
ruptcy.

The funding act of March 10th, 18G6,
ruised the value of State bonds to about 65
cents in the dollar, because bond holders
believed this process was preliminary to
the resumption of interest. As soon as it
was disoovered that no such provision had
been made, the bonds fell gradually to 50
cents and even less. Capitalists will not
place faith in our securities, until they see
that we will pay regularly our interest as it
matures and that we have the ability to
keep it up. Virginia has been paying
part of her interest, yet her bonds are
lower than ours, and always have been
notwithstanding General Abbot as-
serts the contrary in his letter.
Tennessee, receiving large sums from her
railroads, mainly from government trans-
portation, while Sherman marched from
Chattanooga to Savannah, has resumed
payment of her interest in full, but her
bonds have never been higher than 65 or
66 cents. The reason is, that capitalists
could not see that theStato would continue
to have the ability to pay regularly. Gen.
Abbott also twits us with the case of Mis-
souri, but ho failed to tell us that Missouri
received from the U. S. government, for
war expenses reimbursed, four or five mil-
lion dollars, which sum was elevoted to
liquidating accrued interest. And besides,
that State is in the track of emigtation,
while settlers have been taken away from
North Carolina by persistent defamation.

WTe warn Gen. Abbott, that if he makes
any more blunders, such as we have point
ed out, he will lose credit for sincerity.
We think he offered, as chairmau ot the
Finance committee, tho ordinance for
the resumption of payment of interest 1st
January next in cash. We kuow he earn-
estly advocated the measure. We kuow he
reported tho Article of tho Constitution
directing the General Assembly to pay the
iuterest "promptly and regularly" "by ad-
equate taxation." When", then, the mili-
tary financier asserts, on the eve of elec-
tion, that tho Convention did not direct
payment of iuterest by taxation until 1886,
and that the General Assembly under the
action of the Convention can issue new
bonds to pay interest, some people will im
pute to him other qualities than ignorance !

STATE NEWS.

Bankruptcy. Tho following persons
have filed petitions in bankruptcy, viz :

Jos. W. Drew, William Walton, W. G.
Coggin and Lewis Cotton, Bertie ; W. D.
Riddick, E. N. Riddick, S. A. Truett, J.
R. Stevenson, W. M. Fleetwood, E. W.
Riddick and Thos. T. Riddick, Perquim-
ans ; Jos. S. Thompson, 'Wm. H. Faucett,
Joseph Hildesheimer, Silas Webb, Jos.
Whitley, Jno. G. Carver and Sydney Tut-tl- e,

Craven ; Wm. B. Wise, W. L. Daniel,
C. E. Worrell, J. A. Worrell, Wm. Sharp,
J. W. Lewis, J. S. Stevenson, W. H. Dar-de- n,

G. W. Thompson, M. W. Lassiter, S.
M. Aumack, W. B. Day, Solomon Keen,
S. B. Pool, D. Valantine, W. M. Wise,
George Baker, J. D. BrittandW. D. Bryan,
Hertford ; Milton Murphy and Robt. C.
Bailey, Guilford ; Howgil Julian, Elmsly
Carter and W. M. Miller, Randolph ; W.
H. Sibrell, J. A. Flanagan, T. E. Darden,
Joseph T. Waldo, W. W. Brown, Jas. M.
Silterson, Goodman Darden, W. W. An-

thony aud G. H. Croften, Martin ; W. W.
Woodward and Jno. H. Hail, Chowan ; E.
J. Parker, Jno. Kittrell, J. F. Bond, Jno.
G. James, W. H. Lee and T. W. Babb,
Gates ; A. C. Council and M. G. Campbell,
Chatham ; Geo. T. Leavister and S. R.
Hunt, Granville ; Henry Long, Union ; J.
F. Pegram, Gaston ; C. W. L':msford, Cas-
well; O. A. Lack, Wake; J. R. Ball, Frank-
lin ; W. H. Ponten, Halifax.

Chicora Cemetery. The ladies of the
Smithvillo Memorial Association of Cum-

berland county have purchased a beautiful
iron fenco for the Confederate Cemetery
at that place. The Cemetery contains 55
bodies, and is situated upon the third line
of breastworks upon the battle-field- , and
has been named by tho ladies "Chicora
Cemetery."

Negro Mascnic Lodge. Wo learn that
under a dispensation granted from the
Grapd Lodge of New York, a negro Masonic
Lodge has been organized in this city.
We do not belong to the ancient and
honorable Masonic fraternity, and, there-
fore, know nothing of its system of gov
ernment. What jurisdiction has tho Ve

York Grand Lodge in Nortit Carolina? I
it the purpose to Africanize Musonry in
the South, as well as everything else ?

Wrill not the Masone be prompt to resent
this impudent intrusion. Raleigh Sentinel.

Canvass in Edgecombe. Our Candidates
and Canvassers headed b Judge Howard,
Fred Philips and others are dealing the
enemy heavy blows on every side, and are
fast opening the eyes of many of the col-
ored people to the enormity of the meas-
ures embraced in the proposed Constitu-
tion.

The radical speakers have been repeat-
edly dared to meet them on tho stump, but
with the exception of yesterday at Edwards'
they have not faced the music, and it is
hardly probable that they will try the ex-

periment again, especially as they have in
every other instance so arranged their ap-
pointments as to prevent tho possibility of
a second scoring.

The white people of Edgecombe are
thoroughly aroused and on the day s of elec-
tion will poll such a vote ugdiust the Con-
stitution and its infamous supporters, as
would astonish the old County in better
days gone by. Tarbcro' Southerner.


